
What happens to your assets if you die 
without leaving a valid will? 
 
The Rules of Intestacy 

Are you married? Yes No

Is your estate 
worth more than 

£200,000?
No

Yes 
All to spouse 
if they survive 
more than 28 

days.

Do you have 
children?

No

No

Do you have 
parents?

Your spouse gets your 
personal chattels, 

£125,000 and life interest 
in half the remainder. The 
balance is shared equally 

between your children.

Yes 

Yes 

Your spouse gets your 
personal chattels, 

£125,000 and life interest 
in half the remainder. The 
balance is shared equally 

between your children.

No

Do you have 
any brothers or 

sisters?

All to spouse if they 
survive more than 

28 days.

Your spouse gets your 
personal chattels, 

£270,000 and life interest 
in half the remainder. 
The balance is shared 
equally between your 
brothers and sister or 

their children.

Yes 

Yes 
Is your estate 

worth more than 
£200,000?

Shared equally 
between them.

No

Do you have 
parents? Yes 

Shared equally 
between them.

No

Do you have 
any brothers or 

sisters
Yes 

Shared equally 
between them or 

their children.

No

Do you have any  
grandparents?

No

Do you have any  
uncles or aunts

No

All to The Crown.

Yes 

Shared equally 
between them.

Yes 

Shared equally 
between them.

It should be noted that these rules on intestacy do not recognise “common law” partners and that “children” includes, 
natural, adopted and illegitimate children, but excludes step-children.

Figures shown are correct as of January 2020.


