c%olliibor:altit:m Works Better than Confrontation

When arzslationship breaks down ther is huge emotional and
fimancial pressure an each of the partners. What's often forgotten is
the negative impact the breakdown has on the children. They still ses
a murm or dad rather thian a ‘bad’ partner.

Rossrnary Ishell, Family Solicitor at Herrington & Carmichasl LLP
in'Wokingham, is helping marny families resalve the issues around
their separation in a constructive, amicable way without having to
resort to the cost and hostility of going to court.

Rossrmary is a fully trained collaborative lawyer and bslieves that
a collaborative approach is the modem and bB2stway to reaching a
lasting settlerment for the separating coup e,

“We are encouraging dialogue between couples and getting them
to reach a settlement that suits their requirements and that has not
beenimposed by a court or has had to comphy with the court’s strict
timetable. Conssquently, there is less opportunity for further upset
oranimosity between coupd es and therefore less negative impact
for the children as well; that's got to b= healthier for everyone,”=aid
Rosernary.

The collaborative Farmily law process is relatively new and applies
to both rarried and unmarried couples. Family lawyers practising
collaborative law are spedalist trained and are membsars of the
lawryers arganisation Resolution, which belizves in a constructive,
non-confrontational approach to family law matters.

The waythat collaborative law wiorks is that each person meets
with their lawsyver to discuss the process, their personal objectives
in working collaboratively and the information that nesds to
ke exchanged. This might relate to the family finances and’or
arrangem=nts that need to be made for the children. There are then a
series of Tour-way meetings’ at which the couple and their lawyers will

sit dovam together and
discuss and negotiate
torewvards an agresment
that is sensible, fair
and ubltirmately legally
binding for them both. §

Collaborative
lawe is just one of the
altermatives to going
o court offersd
by Herrington &
Carmichasl. Another
is the use of an
ind ependent mediator who will meet couples together and will
identify thiose issues they can't agres on, thereky helping therm o try
and reach their own agresment. Mediators are neutral and are not
adwvisors. They will not give advice on individual positions and will
usually mcommend that each person obtains legal advice alongside
the rmediation process,

If you think the
collaborative law process
can be of help to you or
would ke to find out
mvore akqout mediation
then Rosemary can
e contacted on 0118
G77T 4045 or by email
to resemary.dsbella
e rrington-carmichael .com
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